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"Gothic ignorance and barbarity" in the very first paragraph
of his book; nevertheless, by the vast reading in older
literature displayed in the footnotes, by the seriousness and
earnestness with which old romances are discussed, and by
the insistence on the graces of the Faerie Queene, "because
they are situated beyond the reach of art, and where the
faculties of creative imagination delight us, because they are
unassisted and unrestrained by deliberate judgment/'1
Thomas Warton struck the keynote of a new movement.
Two years earlier than Warton even, one comes across a
refreshing and sympathetic passage in The Adventurer^
which anticipates Clara Reeve's views by over thirty years.
The writer compares old romance to epic poems. After
talking of "the vicissitudes of passion" with which "every
heart attends Ulysses in his wanderings, and Achilles to the
field," he goes on, "In both these species of writing truth is
apparently violated: but though the events are not always
produced by probable means, yet the pleasure arising from
the story is not much lessened; for fancy is still captivated
with variety, and passion has scarce leisure to reflect, that
she is agitated with the fate of imaginary beings, and inter-
ested in events that never happened."2
But the first conscious, sustained defence was in Kurd's
remarkable Letters on Chivalry and Romance in 1762. "May
there not be something in the Gothic Romance peculiarly
suited to the views of a genius, and to the ends of poetry?
And may not the philosophic moderns have gone too far, in
their perpetual ridicule and contempt of it"?3 Macpherson's
Poems of Ossian which came out the same year also indirectly
helped the movement in favour of the restoration of dignity
to ages gone by. In the preface to the first edition he said
he would not have dwelt so long on the question of the
authenticity of the epic of Fingal, "were it not on account of
the prejudices of the present age, against the ancient inhabi-
tants of Britain, who are thought to have been incapable of the
generous sentiments to be met with in the poems of Ossian."4
^Observations on the faerie Queene, p. 13.
*The Adventurer* November 18, 1752, Vol. I, pp. 19-24.
*Richard Kurd : Letters, etc., ed. Edith J. Morley, 1911, p. 81.
*>The Poems of Ossian, ed. Malcolm Laing, 1805, p. la.